
Description: 

Zygodiscus sigmoides BRAMLETTE & SULLIVAN, 1961 

FIGS. 11a-e - Zygodiscus sigmoides BRAMLETTE 
& SULLIVAN, n. sp. a, distal view; b, side 

view, drawing; c, end view, drawing; d, distal 
view, long axis 30° to x-nic (measured clock
wise from either plane of crossed nicols); 

e, distal view, drawing. x 2000 ca. 

Zygodiscus 
sigmoides 

Coccoliths with a low rim and little of the basal plate except that which extends in from the 
rim along the sides of the transverse bar. This bar normally shows a sigmoid curvature, ac
centuated by the different orientation of the two calcite segments, which is apparent in polarized 
light. The bar is arched and commonly supports a central knob or very short stem. Length 
of base 9-11 (J.. 

Remarks: 

Some extension from the rim of a partial basal plate, obscure in Canada balsam, is seen distinctly 
between crossed nicols (fig. lld). It is unusual in that the orientation of component crystal
lites in the plate is quite different from that in the rim, as is evident with the addition of the 
Quartz Red 1 plate. This is an unusual feature for Zygodiscus, but otherwise the characters 
are similar to those of other species of the genus. 

Type level: 

Paleocene. 

FARINACCI, 1969 - II /245 



Distribution: Locally common throughout Units 1 and 2 (Paleocene); a few very rare specimens 
(reworked?) in the upper part of Unit 3 (Lower Eocene). Occurs in the Nanafalia Formation 
(Paleocene) of Alabama, and in the type Thanetian of England. Common in the Paleocene 
2.95 km. south of Gan, France, and in the upper part of the type Danian of Denmark. 

Type locality: 

Lodo section, northwestern Fresno County, central California, U.S.A. 

Depository: 

U. S. National Museum. Holotype: U.S.N.M. 564241, Lodo 31. 

Author: 

Bramlette M.N. and Sullivan F.R., 1961, p. 149; pl. 4, figs. 1la-e. 

Reference: 

Coccolithophorids and related Nannoplankton of the early Tertiary m California. Micro
paleontology, vol. 7, n° 2, pp. 129-188, pis. 1-14. 
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